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Ilene Berman is a program director in the education division of the National Governors 
Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center), which provides information and 
technical assistance on best practices in early childhood, elementary and secondary, and 
postsecondary education to governors and their advisors. She directs and supports 
projects focusing on several key policy issues, including redesigning high schools, 
developing common core state standards, preventing and recovering school dropouts, 
ensuring quality extra learning opportunities, improving school choice options, 
benchmarking state education systems and raising literacy achievement.  In addition to 
authoring numerous publications and presenting on these topics, she also serves on a 
variety of national advisory boards dedicated to advancing education reform. Prior to 
joining the NGA Center, Dr. Berman served as director of policy, standards, and 
instruction at the Council for Basic Education, leading a team that offered policy 
guidance, professional development, and alignment studies to states and districts 
advancing their standards-based reform efforts. Additionally, she served as the director of 
research and content for the National Clearinghouse for Comprehensive School Reform. 
Dr. Berman taught high school English for eight years in Washington, DC. She holds a 
BA and MS in education from the University of Pennsylvania, a MA from St. John’s 
College in Annapolis, Maryland, and an Ed.D. from George Washington University. 
 


